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This study is an analysis of socio-political transformations in Burkina Faso carried out by a team 
of anthropologists. Following the popular insurgency of 30 and 31 October 2014, Burkina Faso 
marks a breach with its authoritarian past and military regimes. The country is committed to 
democratic renewal while political continuities prevail. President Kaboré, democratically elected in 
November 2015, was one of the architects of the power of President Compaoré, who was chased 
from power. Similarly, the People's Movement for Progress (MPP) party is, according many 
observers, merely a photocopy of the former ruling party Congress for Democracy and Progress 
(CDP). In present-day Burkina Faso, rupture seems to prevail in a context of continuity. 



The study aims to present the views and perspectives of the “ordinary citizens”. It also focuses 
on the ways of doing politics and the meanings that actors give to political practices. The 
collective, revolutionary fever following the October 2014 revolution à la Burkinabe indicates 
that popular expectations are immense in “a new Burkina Faso” where “nothing will be as 
before”. 

The research is the result of collaborative work between the Institut des Sciences des Sociétés of 
the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique et Technologique (Burkina Faso) and the 
Department of Cultural Anthropology and Ethnology at Uppsala University of (Sweden). 

The study is available online: http://uu.diva-
portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1176858/FULLTEXT01.pdf  

In French: http://uu.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1109664/FULLTEXT01.pdf  

 

 

To purchase hard copies of Uppsala Papers in in Africa Studies, please consult the webshop of 
Uppsala University: http://acta.mamutweb.com 
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Uppsala Papers in Africa Studies aims to publish, disseminate and make better known Africa research 
carried out at Uppsala University. Uppsala Papers in Africa Studies is simultaneously published online and 
as hard copy. 
 
The scope of the series ranges from collaborative studies and research reports, via symposium papers and 
collections of think pieces in relation to public debate, to transdisciplinary studies and solid ethnographic 
papers longer than the conventional article format. The collaborative dimension - over disciplinary 
borders and in joint research work with African colleagues - is a leading ambition of the series. Publication 
languages are English, French and Swedish. Series Editor is Professor Sten Hagberg. 
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