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In Dante’s Inferno, the lowest circle of Hell is reserved for traitors, those who betrayed
their closest companions. In his recent book Witchcraft, Intimacy, and Trust,
anthropologist Peter Geschiere sketches it as a central ember at the core of human
relationships, one brutally revealed in the practice of witchcraft. Witchcraft is deeply
structured by intimacy and the powers it affords. Geschiere’s lecture is at once a
theoretical tour de force and an empirically rich and lucid take on a difficult-to-understand
spiritual practice and the private spaces throughout the world it so greatly affects.
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